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RELIGIOUS LEADER I 10 QUESTIONS

SUSAN SIMOND

Sivonps Blo

Church: Spoon River Friends
Positlon at church: Affiliate
— we don't have ministers
Where are you from? | spent
most of my life just outside
of Springfield, where | raised
my three sons.
What Is your occupatlon?
Hospice chaplain, hospice
COmMpassus

How long have you've

been afflllated with this
specific church/place of
worship? Three years

- What is your

fi religious back-

_ﬁ_ ground?

4 I was raised in
the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
When I married and
moved to Lincoln with
my husband, I discov-
ered they did not have
that denomination, so

I became Presbyterian
because it was “close
enough.” Later when we
moved to Athens (near
Springfield), I attended
a Methodist Church
because iny husband
would join me if we
attended a church within
walking distance. But
nothing ever felt quite
right to me, so I kept
searching and found the
Unity Church of Practi-
cal Christianity. That
was the closest I came
to feeling right about
church.

When my young hus-
band died, I retreated to
my Protestant roots and
became involved in an
independent Christian
Church and later attended
and graduated from their
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seminary with a counsel-
ing ministries graduate
degree. What I didn’t
realize was that all of my
denomination hopping
was preparing me for

my ultimate career as a
chaplain. It wasn’t until I
moved to Galesburg five
years ago that I discov-
ered and embraced the
Quaker tradition.

% What is one
 of your fond-
est memories of

being part of this
church or religious
community?

As Quakers, we sit in
silence for most of our
hour long service. We
speak when we feel led to
speak of some revelation
that God has given us.
During my early time in
the group, we were meet-
ing in a family’s home
who had a bird. This bird
liked to repeat things he
had heard. During the
silence of the meeting,

I heard Luna, the bird,
say “Goodbye, goodbye,
goodbye.” It was a funny
moment, but also a sacred
moment for me as I inter-
preted the meaning for

myself. I knew [ was need-

ing to say “goodbye” to
arelationship and Luna
was the vehicle for God's
guidance that particular
day!
What role does
religion play in
your everyday
life?

Religion is man-made
to me so I consider spiri-
tuality to be my prime
interest. Spirituality is a
part of everything [ do. ]

Coordinator of the Rise of Christian
Initiation of Adults, Spoon River Friends

believe that I create iny
reality by my thoughts, so
everyday I work on recog-
nizing where my thoughts
are at odds with the truth
as God has revealed it to
me.

s What is your
favorite part of
. scripture or other

sacred text?

I study “A Course in
Miracles™ text and there
are many wonderful
verses that are favorite,
but the one verse that
has been most helpful is,
“More than anything, I
want to see this different-
Iv" It was a verse I turned
to when I originally pur-
chased the book and it has
helped me over and over
to see difficult situations
in a different light. When
I make myself willing
to sce things differently,
God provides that new
way of seeing something
which restores peace to
my soul.

What is your
favorite spiritual
music, song or
hymn?

I love the Quaker hym-
nal that has different
words to some of the tra-
ditional hymns. One of
my favorite songs there
is: “We Worship God in
Many Ways.”

In what other
ways are you
involved in the
community?

I am a member of the
Spoon River Creative
See SIMONDS, Page D4

Writers (even though
we haven’t met for quite
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some time), have served
on the Human Relations
Comumission for the city of
Galesburg and helped start
“A Course in Miracles”
group in Galesburg. We
meet every Wednesday
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Dr.
Harsha Mehta’s waiting
room. I was, also, the pia-
nist for Rio Presbyterian
Church for several years.

What hobbies do you
7 enjoy?

I enjoy singing and
playing the piano. I espe-
cially enjoy words and love
to write poetry and edit.

When times get
8 tough, how do you
keep your faith?
Talk to friends, write,
pray, interpret my dreams,
go for a walk or read “A
Course in Miracles.”

ers, public or pri-
vate figures, do you
admire the most?
I resonate with what Eck-
ert Tolle and Wayne Dyer

write. I admire anyone who
strives to live authentically;
there are many people in
that category.

What is your
1 O favorite religious
service?

I like community ser-
vices that are ecumenical,
especially at Thanksgiving.
I believe that gratitude is
the essence of peaceful liv-
ing.

To recommend a religious
leader for this weekly seg-
ment, e-mail Elyse Russo at
erusso@register-mail.com.

9 What religious lead-
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BILL GAITHER/The Register-Mail

Susan Simonds sits in a backyard swing and reads a book Tuesday afternoon during a por-

rait at her home in Galesburg. Simonds follows the path of a Quaker, and sits In this particu-
lar swing fairly often, using it as a means to read and relax, but also to ponder and Interpret

some of the things she has experiened in life.
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