The Littlest Fireman…..

It all began when Hospice Care Consultant Tony Ward decided to go to Chili’s with his wife in April 2008.

A pleasant waitress approached Tony and his wife and he struck up a conversation asking her if she and her family lived in Osage Beach. Her name was Amanda, and she told him they were from Lake Ozarks and getting ready to take her son on a trip to Disney World for the “Make A Wish” foundation. When she returned to Tony’s table, he asked if it was ok to inquire about her son’s diagnosis. Amanda replied describing that her son had a rare form of brain stem cancer, and that it was very aggressive. His name was Colton, and he was only 3 years old. 
When Amanda returned to the table again, she asked Tony what he did for a living. He told her he worked in hospice. Amanda replied, “Well, we don’t need it now, but we might later”, she asked Tony for his card. After a wonderful trip to Disney World, Colton’s family returned to the St. Jude’s Hospital in Memphis to continue his chemotherapy treatments. Colton improved for a while, and then his tumor began to grow again. 
When the Lake Ozarks Fire Fighters heard about Colton’s story, they decided he needed some special attention. The Lake Ozarks Fire Protection District equipped him with a badge, bunker gear, and a fireman’s helmet. They also presented Colton’s little brother Blake age 2, with similar firemen’s gear. 

Howard’s ATA, a local black belt academy in OSB where Colton had been enrolled to control behavioral issues, which were a result of disease but was undiagnosed at that time, also presented Colton with a black belt in April for his courage in fighting this horrible disease.

In early September, Tony received a call from Amanda, she was in Memphis with Colton, her husband, and Blake at St. Jude’s. She told Tony it was time for Hospice for Colton. St. Jude’s Hospital called Mary Fletcher, Director of Clinical Services at Osage Beach Hospice Compassus, to discuss clinical care for Colton when he returned home. A few days later, Hospice Compassus admitted Colton into their services. 
The entire OSB team has embraced this precious 4 year old child. They recently attended his “Christmas in September” celebration. Amanda says, “Colton is a happy kid!” He still likes to do as many things as a typical 4-year-old does.  “I hate for people to think that’s all he is. He has cancer, but it’s not who he is.”

The HC nurse Mary, who see’s Colton frequently, gets what Amanda said. She bought him a toy medical kit, as he and Blake continue to want everything they see in her bag.
Who he is, is a special boy who brightens the heart of the HC team everyday, and reminds them that this is why we do what we do.

Both Tony and Amanda believe it was not a coincidence that they were both at Chili’s that day.

